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In the next few weeks you are going to make important decisions about some of the subjects you 
will study during your final two years at Leek High School.  
This booklet has been written to give you: 

• Information about the subjects you must study. 
• Information about the option subjects you can choose to study. 
• Advice on how to decide which options to choose. 

 
 

Sources of Information  

All the following people will be very happy to give you advice and help you make a decision. 
Please take advantage of their expertise: 

• Mr Knight (Head of Year 9) 
• Subject Teachers 
• Form Tutors 
• Mrs A Kenneth (Carers Advisor)  

 

Important Dates  

   
Thursday 15 February 

 

 Year 9 Options Evening  
(6.30pm to 7.30pm in the Main Hall) 
This evening will give you the opportunity to find out about the GCSE 
courses that are available. 

Monday 26 February  Options Forms issued.   
Tuesday 13 March 

 

 Year 9 Consultation Evening  
(5.00pm to 7.30pm in the Main Hall) 

This evening will give you the opportunity to talk to subject teachers 
individually.  Teachers will be able to give you detailed information 
about GCSE courses and advice about your potential in specific 
subjects.  Further details regarding this evening will be sent to 
parents/carers after half term.  

Wednesday 28 March  Deadline for handing in Option Forms. 
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Core Curriculum  

Subjects you must study because they are part of the National Curriculum make up the CORE 
CURRICULUM. You will find information about these subjects in the first part of this booklet.  

The subjects that you choose to study make up the OPTIONS. You will be asked to choose three 
options.  The second part of this booklet contains information about the option subjects you can 
choose. 

The table below shows how many lessons you will have in each subject every two weeks. 
 

Core 

 Sets 1, 2 and 3 Sets 4 and 5 

English 7 8 

Maths 7 8 

PE 4 4 

Science 12 10 

LEAP 2 2 

Options 

Option A 6 

Option B 6 

Option C 6 
 

We will try to make sure that everyone gets their preferred option choices. In almost all cases you 
will be able to study what you have chosen but occasionally there are problems.  Sometimes so 
many students choose a subject that we don’t have enough room for everyone, or so few 
students choose a subject that we can’t let it go ahead.  In these cases you would have to make 
another choice. We will do everything possible to avoid this. If this is not possible a senior 
member of staff will discuss this with both you and your parents/carers. 
 
 

Examinations  

Most GCSE subjects are examined just once at the end of Year 11 however vocational 
qualifications (e.g. BTEC and OCR Nationals) and some GCSEs (e.g. Food Preparation and Nutrition, 
Fine Art, Computer Science and Textiles) do have some form of continuous or controlled 
assessment produced in lesson time.  Some vocational qualifications also have examinations that 
you might take in Year 10.  
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Choosing Options  

Try to choose subjects you enjoy and are making good progress in but don’t necessarily avoid 
those subjects where you’re not doing so well.  Sometimes it is important to continue working at a 
subject you find difficult because it may be the only way to lead on to something you really want 
to do.  

If you have an idea of what you would like to do we can easily check that you are selecting the 
right subjects.  You can get advice from your teachers or Mrs Kenneth in school.  If you don’t have 
any clear ideas about what job you would like to do, don’t worry because most young people are 
like you at this stage.  

You should also think about what choosing English Baccalaureate subjects might mean for you 
(this is explained on the next page). However, try to keep a wide range of subjects with a good 
balance so that you do not close off too many openings. 

• DON’T choose a subject just to be with your friends.  Your friends may not have the same 
abilities or ambitions as you.  Make your own choice. 

 
• DON’T choose a subject, or give it up, just because you like or dislike a particular teacher.  

In the first place you often do not know who will be teaching you next year and, in any 
case, your future is far more important. 

 
• DON’T choose a subject or reject it simply because you are a boy or a girl.  In the past 

many girls have been put off subjects because they thought that they were for boys, and 
this has often severely restricted the choice of jobs open to them. Equally don’t choose a 
subject if you’re a boy and more girls than boys take it. 

 
 

The English Baccalaureate  

The English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) is a combination of GCSE subjects that the government 
recommend students should study in order to follow a broad and balanced curriculum.  It is 
possible that in the future some colleges and universities might start expecting students wishing 
to study more academic courses to have the Ebacc combination of GCSEs.  This is why we ask 
students to choose at least one Ebacc subject as an option. 

The baccalaureate subjects offered at Leek High School are:  

• English Language and English Literature 
• Mathematics 
• Science (including Computer Science) 
• Modern Foreign Languages (French or German) 
• History or Geography 
 



 6 

 

What to do next  

Read the information in this booklet carefully so that you know what work is involved in your 
CORE subjects and what choices are available in the OPTION subjects. 

• Think about and discuss your possible option choices with your parent(s)/carer(s). 

• Talk to your Form Tutor, Head of Year or your subject teachers, if you have any questions. 

• Complete your option form and hand it in to your Form Tutor by 28th March. 

 

What happens next  

Return your options form to school and have a final discussion with your form tutor to make sure 
there are no mistakes. 

Your options form will be checked again and discussed with you in an interview with Mr Evans, Mrs 
Garcia or Mr Knight.  

Sometimes subjects are too popular and there aren’t enough places available. This is when the second 
choices you have made on your options form will be taken into account. 

You will receive confirmation of your allocated option subjects in the summer term. 
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CORE SUBJECTS 
 

English Language 
English Literature 

Maths 
Science 
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English CORE 
 

Subject Leader: Mr J Chadwick 
 

 

GCSE English Language Course Content  

Students study a wide range of reading, writing and spoken language skills: 

• Literature fiction texts 
• Non-fiction and literary non-fiction texts 
• Descriptive and narrative writing 
• Writing to present a viewpoint 

Assessment   

English Language Paper 1 

Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

1 hour 45 minutes 

English Language Paper 2 

Writers' Viewpoints and Perspective 

1 hour 45 minutes  

 
 

 

GCSE English Literature Course Content  

Every student gets the opportunity to study English Literature. The course supports students in their study of 
English Language, which also includes a Literature element.  

• One Shakespeare play (Macbeth) 
• One 19th Century Novel (A Christmas Carol) 
• Modern drama 
• Poetry Anthology 
• Unseen poetry 

Assessment   

English Literature Paper 1 

Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel  

1 hour 45 minutes 

English Literature Paper 2 

Modern Texts and Poetry  

2 hours 15 minutes  

Controlled Assessment / Coursework has been removed from the new English GCSE syllabus. The course will 
now be assessed by examination only. 
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GCSE Mathematics CORE 
 

Subject Leader: Mr M Goodwin 
 

 

Course Content   

Students will be placed in sets in Year 10 according to progress made during Year 9. 

All sets will continue the work begun in Year 9 working towards one of two tiers of entry – Foundation 
tier, giving access to grades 1 to 5, and Higher tier, giving access to grades 5 to 9. All students will go on 
to sit their final GCSE examinations in Year 11. 

The most able students will be placed in Set 10X1 and will work towards completing the Higher tier 
course by the end of Year 10. In Year 11 some of these students may complete AQA Further Maths 
GCSE.  This is excellent preparation for the type of mathematics in the A level course. Both the GCSE 
course and the AQA Further Maths will be examined at the end of Year 11. 

The emphasis of the GCSE course is on the understanding of mathematical techniques and the 
application of these to everyday situations.  Also, mental arithmetic and non-calculator skills are further 
developed. 

The rate of progress of each student is monitored and all students are tested at the end of each 
module/topic.  There is provision throughout the course to change from one tier to another. 

 

Assessment   

Written examination:  3 papers 

Paper 1 is a non–calculator paper  

There is no coursework element to the course 
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GCSE Science CORE 
 

Subject Leader: Mr G Ford 
 

 

Course Content   

The course contains all aspects of biology, chemistry and physics and these are taught as separate 
modules.  Much emphasis is placed on practical work. 

The majority of students will study the Combined Science GCSE which is the equivalent of two GCSE 
grades. This combines units in biology, chemistry and physics.  

Students in Set 1 will study three separate sciences in biology, chemistry and physics. Separate science 
students will study each science in greater depth and will achieve three GCSE grades.  

All the science courses offered are challenging and enjoyable and cover a wide range of science topics 
relating to everyday life. 

Assessment   

All students will sit examinations in Year 11.  

Each examination has two levels of entry: Foundation (grades 1-5) and Higher (grades 4-9). 

There is no controlled assessment, however, practical work is emphasised and students are expected to 
complete a series of required practical investigations. Completion of these investigations will result in 
students being awarded a practical endorsement alongside their GCSE grade; therefore, attendance in 
all practical sessions is vital. 
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Option A 
 

Fine Art 
Business Studies 

Food Skills 
Engineering 
Geography 

German 
Sport 
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GCSE Fine Art  Option A 
 

Teachers in charge: Miss S Mercer and Mrs L Mawson  

 

Course Content  

The Art course gives students the opportunity to work with different materials and explore a variety of 
approaches, so that they may discover their own personal strengths in the subject. 

Observational drawing will form the basis of the majority of the work undertaken. 

Students will experience drawing, painting, collage, and printmaking activities during the two years. 

Students work to a termly programme of activities. They produce a portfolio of work that shows 
exploration, research, techniques and skills.  This is produced under Controlled Assessment conditions. 
Candidates are given up to 45 hours to complete their work. 

Students will work towards a Fine Art GCSE in Years 10 and 11.  

Assessment  

A piece of work produced under examination 

conditions over two one day sessions  

10 hours 

40% of final mark 

Art and Design Portfolio  

Up to 45 hours to complete the unit during 
lessons 

60% of final mark 

Additional Information  

Students are expected to purchase essential art equipment for their use both at school and home. 
Items should include a set of drawing pencils, pencil eraser, sketchbook and an art folder, students may 
wish to add other items depending upon their preferred medium to work in.  
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BTEC Business Studies  Option A 
 

Teacher in charge: Miss E Pierpoint-Thomas 
 

 

Course Content  

Students will study four units covering different aspects of business.  
The units cover business finance, promotion and marketing strategies, creating a brand, some 
personnel management and some customer service investigations. 
Students will be expected to have an interest in different types of business and be able to research 
primary information from time to time. Businesses studied will be from different sectors of the business 
world. 

Unit 1 

This unit investigates enterprise in the business world. From idea through to a going 
concern, students will see the formation of a business and investigate what makes them 
successful. Students investigate their own business idea to demonstrate their 
understanding of this topic. This work is presented as a portfolio of task based work. 
Unit 3  

This unit looks at how businesses build a brand and market themselves to become 
successful. Students look at various aspects of placement and promotion campaigns and 
consider what makes them successful. This work is presented as a portfolio of task based 
work. 
Unit 4  

This unit considers aspects of customer service from point of sale, through record keeping 
and follow up to dealing with complaints and issues with customers. This will be presented 
as a portfolio of task work and role plays. 

Assessment  

Unit 1, Unit 3 and Unit 4 are internally assessed. 

Unit 2 is an externally set examination about business finance. Students will be expected to answer 
questions based on balance sheets, profit and loss accounts as well as sources of finance. This is a 
screen based exam taken using the computers in school. 

All four units must be attempted and will be graded as Level 1 Pass, Level 2 Pass, Merit, Distinction or 
Distinction*. 

Additional Information  

Whenever possible, students should look out for opportunities to talk to business owners to enhance 
their understanding of the subject. 
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BTEC Food Skills  Option A 
 

Teacher in charge: Mrs Wheat 
 

 

Course Content  

The Pearson BTEC Level 1 and Level 2 Awards in Home Cooking Skills have been developed to give 
learners the opportunity to develop:  
 the knowledge, understanding and confidence to cook meals at home  

• an understanding of how to economise when planning a meal  

• an ability to transfer skills learned to different recipes  

• an ability to inspire others by transferring that knowledge.  

 
Learners who have achieved the BTEC Level 1 Award in Home Cooking Skills can progress on to the 
BTEC Level 2 Award in Home Cooking Skills. The intended destinations for learners successfully 
achieving these qualifications include:  
 

• GCSEs and/or A Levels  

• Diplomas  

• Apprenticeships  

 
BTEC specialist qualifications may also enhance learners’ self-development by providing them with 
valuable life skills.  
 
Industry support and recognition  
These qualifications are supported by Jamie Oliver Ltd.  
 

Assessment  

The course is assignment based, and graded as Pass, Merit and Distinction.   
All units are assessed and an overall grade for the qualification is awarded. Units are coursework 
assignment based and students do not sit a formal examination.  
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GCSE Engineering  Option A 
 

Teacher in charge: Mr N Garner 
 

 

Course Content  

The Engineering course has been designed primarily for students who may wish apply subject 
knowledge to real situations. The course has been developed to: 

• give students the opportunity to gain a broad understanding and knowledge of the 
engineering sector; 

• give students a more focused understanding of engineering through the selection of 
optional specialist units; 

• give students the opportunity to develop a range of personal skills and techniques, 
through the selection of optional units that are essential for successful performance in 
working life; 

• support progression into a more specialised level 3 vocational or academic course or into 
an apprenticeship; 

• help students explore the maths behind engineering; 
• give students the opportunity to enter potential employment within a wide range of 

engineering sectors such as mechanical, automotive and electrical. 
Much of the practical work will focus on metal as the main material however electronics, plastics etc. 
will be included. Students will use all of Engineering machines including the 3D Router, Centre Lathes, 
Mechanical Bandsaw, Box Pan Folder, Welder, Pillar Drills, Heat Treatment Equipment, Laser Cutter and 
3D Printer. They will also use a range of materials, processes, hand tools and equipment throughout the 
course. 
 

Assessment  

Sections 1–6 from the subject content though the 'Practical Engineering Skills' section will 
predominantly be assessed through practical work (NEA), some questions in the written exam will 
relate to practical contexts and students will need to apply their understanding within these contexts. 
 
Written exam: 2 hours (120 marks)  60% of GCSE 
Practical work (NERA): 40% of GCSE  
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GCSE Geography Ebacc subject Option A 
 

Teachers in charge: Mr A Simcock and Mr G Bartram 
 

 

Course Content  

The course content covers issues which have been identified as problems that geographers understand 
and come up with solutions to – these include: 

• Tectonic hazards and extreme weather. 
• The geography of water, including flooding hazards and flood management. 
• What the climate is, its impacts on people, and climate change. 
• How ice shapes the landscape from glaciers to mountains. 
• The location of industry and its effects on employment and development. 
• The rapid growth of mega cities in developing countries. 
• Housing and planning sustainable environments for cities and towns like BedZed. 
• The destruction of the rain forest and ecosystems. 
• Should the coast be defended? 

Each of our issues is investigated through problem solving exercises and case studies 

Fieldwork is an important part of the syllabus, with two full-day courses being held during the two 
years. 

This course is suitable for students of any ability. 

 
Assessment  

Paper 1 

Living with the physical 

environment 

1 hour 30 minutes 

 Structured questions 

Paper 2 

Challenges in the human 

environment 

1 hours 30 minutes  

Structured questions and a 
decision making exercise 

Paper 3 

Geographical applications 

1 hour 15 minutes  

Fieldwork 

Additional Information  

There will be opportunities to take part in field courses to develop fieldwork skills, visiting 
environments different from our own.  We have studied the Denbigh Coast, Peak District (Castleton and 
Bakewell), Southport and Manchester. 
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GCSE German Ebacc subject Option A 
 

Teacher in charge: Mrs E Thoenissen 
 

 

Course Content  

The ability to communicate in another language is a very valuable life skill – both personally and 
professionally. 

On a personal level you will have an opportunity to develop high levels of resilience, confidence and 
awareness of other people and their cultures. People who learn a second language have a deeper 
understanding of their own language and can be more confident in expressing and exploring their 
ideas, opinions, experiences and aspirations. 

In today’s global economy, many employers are keen to employ people with language skills and 
learning a language opens up many opportunities in a range of careers. There are large numbers of 
German firms with subsidiary offices in the UK and Germany has the largest and most thriving economy 
in Europe. 

You will study the German language through a range of contexts. The three key themes are: 

Themes: 

Identity and culture 

• Me, my family and friends 
• Technology in everyday life 
• Free time activities 
• Customs and festivals in Germany and German-speaking countries 
Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

• Home, town, neighbourhood and region 
• Social issues  
• Global issues (environment, poverty and homelessness) 
• Travel and tourism 
Current and Future Study and Employment 

• My studies 
• Life at school/college 
• Education post-16 
• Career choices and ambitions 
 

Assessment  

Students will be assessed by exams in four skills: listening, reading, speaking and writing. Each paper is 
worth 25% and students will be entered at either Foundation or Higher level.  
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BTEC Sport  Option A 
 

Teacher in charge: Mr P Watts 
 

 

Course Content  

A BTEC First in Sport is a practical work-related course.  Students learn by completing projects and 
assignments that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands. 
This course introduces students to the employment area they have chosen and provides a good basis to 
go on to a more advanced work-related qualification.  
The course is made up of four units: 
• Fitness Testing 

• Practical Sport 

• Anatomy and physiology 

• Planning and Leading 

 

Assessment  

The course is assignment based, and graded as Pass, Merit and Distinction.   
All units are assessed and an overall grade for the qualification is awarded. Three units of the course 
are coursework assignment based and students do not sit a formal examination. The fourth unit is an 
on line multiple choice assessment. 
A BTEC first is equivalent to one GCSE (C - pass/ B -Merit/ A - Distinction) depending on a student’s 
progress through the course. 
 

Additional Information  

A BTEC First Certificate prepares you for employment and provides a good grounding to go onto a more 
advanced course such as: 
• BTEC National Diploma, Certificate or Award in Sport (Sports Development and Fitness) - which is 

deferred at sixth form level  

• Award - at school equivalent to 1 A level 

• Diploma – at Westwood equivalent to 3 A levels 
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Option B 
 

Computer Science 
Construction 

Food Prep. & Nutrition 
Health & Social Care 

History 
Music 
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GCSE Computer Science Ebacc subject Option B 
 

Teachers in charge: Miss R Dobson  

 

Course Content  

Students will: 
• Study to develop an understanding of computer science methods in the real world and as a result 

will be able to design, build and test a solution to a problem.; 

• Review topics such as: problem solving, programming, data, computers, communication and the 
Internet; 

• Apply computational thinking in a variety of contexts with examined and non-examined 
assessment components. 

Assessment  

Paper 1 (40%) 

Computer Systems 

1 hour 30 minutes 

Paper 2 (40%) 

Computational thinking, algorithms and 

programming  

1 hour 30 minutes  

Both written papers consist of short open responses and extended open-response questions. 

Programming Project (20%) 

Learners must think computationally to solve a task and while doing so create a report detailing the 
creation of their solution, explaining what they did and why they did it.  
Stages: Analysis, Design, Implementation, Building the solution and Testing, refining and Evaluation. 
Project work will be internally assessed and externally moderated.  

Additional Information  

Throughout the teaching of these units our students will learn how to manage and present their work 
in a portfolio of evidence, becoming independent and confident when developing solutions to a 
problem.  
Students are required to purchase both a revision guide and exam practice workbook as these are part 
of the resources that will be used throughout the course. These will be available through the school 
and Computer Science Teacher. 
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BTEC Construction  Option B 
 

Teacher in charge: Mr N Garner 
 

 

Course Content  

The Level 1 Award and Certificate in Basic Construction Skills qualifications will offer an introduction to 
the construction industry and will prepare learners to progress to higher level related qualifications in 
the construction sector. The qualification aims to: 

• Provide an introduction to working in the construction industry. 
• Provide learners with the basic skills and knowledge and understanding required by the 

construction industry. 
• Highlight the importance of Health and Safety in the construction industry. 
• Enhance numeracy and communication skills. 
• Encourage effective team working. 
• Provide a progression route in the area of construction from Level 1. 

The qualification has some mandatory units such as Health and Safety that must be completed and 
other optional units. It is envisaged that a taster of numerous areas will be covered e.g. painting and 
decorating, joinery, basic wiring, brickwork, plumbing etc. to give students a good feel for the 
construction industry. 

 
Assessment  

There is no formal written examination, the students have continual assessment that is shown through 
the practical work they complete and short diaries that they keep as an assessment of their own work.  

Additional Information  

Practical skills are a very important part of the course. It is envisaged that local contractors will run 
work sessions and visits to industry outlets will occur to further prepare students for this profession. 
Only a limited number of places are available for this course.  

 
Note: This is a double option and will also count as the choice for OPTION C 
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GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition Option B 
 

Teachers in charge: Mrs J Wheat  

 

Course Content  

The Food Preparation and Nutrition course aims to equip learners with the knowledge, understanding 
and skills required to cook food safely and hygienically. It will encourage students to cook, experiment 
and enable them to make informed decisions about food and nutrition when preparing food. 

Practical skills are a very important part of the course. Students will develop a range of practical skills 
including stocks and sauces, soups, starters, egg cookery, dairy products, rice and pasta dishes, fish, 
meat and poultry, fruit and vegetable preparation, salads and stir fries, pastry dishes, cake making, 
desserts, yeast mixtures, convenience foods and the presentation of food. 

Assessment  

Coursework is worth 50% of the final mark and consists of two internally assessed pieces of 
coursework. A ‘Food Investigation’ based on the scientific principles underlying food preparation and 
cooking of food (8 hours) and the planning, preparation and cooking of a three course menu to assess 
student’s practical skills (9 + 3 hours) 

Additional Information  

Students will be expected to provide ingredients for practical work each week in Year 10 and Year 11.   
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BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social 
Care Option B 
 

Teachers in charge: Miss E Pierpoint-Thomas 
 

 

Course Content  

This is a vocational course suitable for all students considering a career in the country’s largest 
employer – the Health and Social Care sector. The qualification consists of three components that give 
learners the opportunity to develop broad knowledge and understanding of health and social care at 
Levels 1 and 2. 
Core Components 

Component 1: Human Lifespan Development 
In this component, you will study how people grow and develop over the course of their life, from 
infancy to old age; this includes physical, intellectual, emotional and social development, and the 
different factors that may affect them. 
 
Component 2: Health and Social Care Services and Values 
This component will give you an understanding of health and social care services and will help you 
develop skills in applying care values that are common across the sector (some of which are 
transferable to other sectors that involve interactions with clients or customers). 
 
Component 3: Health and Wellbeing 
In this component, you look at the factors that can have a positive or negative influence on a person’s 
health and wellbeing. You will learn to interpret physiological and lifestyle indicators, and what they 
mean for someone’s state of health. 

Assessment  

Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment. Assessment is through assignments 
that are subject to external standards verification and using a grading scale ranging from Level 1 Pass to 
Level 2 Distinction. 
Component 3 (Health and Wellbeing) is an external assessment that will be marked and awarded on a 
continuum using grading descriptors set at Level 1 Pass, Level 2 Pass and Level 2 Distinction. 
The overall qualification is graded over seven grades from Level 1 Pass to Level 2 Distinction*. 

Additional Information  

Students who study this course will develop the skills and attributes essential for successful 
performance in all aspects of their working life, not just the Health and Social Care sector. Some of the 
many possible careers include: Nursery Nurse, primary and nursery teaching, Care Assistant, Social 
Worker, Health Visitor, and Midwife. 
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GCSE History Ebacc subject Option B 
 

Teacher in charge: Mr A Simcock 
 

 

Course Content  

Germany 1840-1945 Democracy and Dictatorship 

This will include such topics as: 
• The creation of Germany 
• Germany and WW1 
• Nazi ideology and the rise of Hitler to power 
• Germany in WW2 
Wider world Conflict and Tension 1990-2009 

This will include topics such as: 
• The Gulf War 
• The war on Al-Qaeda 
• The Iraq War 
Shaping the nation 

Britain: Power and the people: c1170 to the present day 

This will include topics such as: 
• Monarchy and Parliament 
• Rebellion 
• Reform 
• Struggle for equality 
Elizabethan England, c1568–1603 

• Elizabeth’s court and parliament 
• Life in Elizabethan times 
• Troubles at home and abroad 

Assessment  

Paper 1 

Understanding the modern world 

1 hour 45 minutes 
 Germany and wider world conflict 

Paper 2 

Shaping the nation 

1 hour 45 minutes  
Elizabethan England (includes study of a particular 
place linked to Elizabethan history) 

Additional Information  

Use will be made of computers and students will be encouraged to participate in group work, role play 
and historical simulations.   
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GCSE Music Option B 
 

Teacher in charge: Miss S Burns  

 

Course Content  

The course allows for all musical interests, so whether you like pop, rock, rap, classical or world music, 
there is something for you as you will study music from all traditions during the course. The course 
develops skills and knowledge across three components: Performing, Composing, Listening and 
Appraising.  

Performing and composing are both non-examined assessment (coursework) whilst Listening and 
Appraising is a formal exam which will take place at the end of Year 11.  

To help you prepare for the performing component, participation in instrumental or vocal tuition 
within school or with a private teacher is strongly recommended. 
You will learn to compose music in various styles, using instruments or computer software, before 
beginning work on your final pieces.  

The listening work develops analytical and aural skills through the study of ‘set works’. These eight 
works are grouped into four Areas of Study: instrumental music from 1700-1820, vocal music, music 
for stage and screen and fusions.  Your knowledge of these areas is tested in a listening exam at the 
end of the course. 

 

Assessment  

Performing Music (30%): recording of two performances (a solo and an ensemble) 

Composing Music (30%): create two original compositions  

Listening and Appraising Music (40%): exam of 1 hour 45 minutes 
 

Additional Information  

All students will be expected to take part in extra-curricular activities to improve their standard of 
performance, such as school orchestra, school bands, and House Performing Arts.  
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Option C 
 

Construction 
Design & Technology 

Geography 
French 
History 

ICT 
Textiles 
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Design and Technology Option C 
 

Teacher in charge: Mrs J Wheat 
 

 

Course Content  

Design Technology is intended for learners interested in using materials in a practical way, and 
understanding the working properties of those materials. 
Learners will have the opportunity to develop skills in making high quality products using woods, metal, 
concrete, graphics and polymers (plastics). They will be expected to make a range of products, 
prototypes and samples, applying technical and practical expertise to ensure that the product is fit for 
purpose. They will have the opportunity to use traditional skills and modern technologies. 

The qualification enables learners to: 

• develop a broad knowledge of materials, components and technologies; 
• develop practical skills to produce high quality functional prototypes and/or products; 
• develop decision making skills through both independent, team and collaborative work; 
• communicate their decisions effectively to a third party; 
• be able to read, interpret and work from drawings, plans and instructions; 
• be able to produce working drawings and production plans; 
• develop an understanding of quality and how this can be achieved by making to fine tolerances; 
• use materials efficiently in relation to cost and environmental impact; 
• demonstrate safe working practices; 
• use key technical terminology related to materials and processes; 
• apply mathematical skills; 
• develop the knowledge and understanding to evaluate and refine their own skills; 
• develop an awareness of industrial practices and employment opportunities. 
Students choosing this option need to have a real passion for the practical element of D&T. There will 
be opportunities to use a range of manufacturing processes that will enhance skills and understanding 
in these areas. 

Assessment  
 

Progression to AS and A Level – the GCSE and AS/A Level qualifications were designed together to ensure 
clear progression of knowledge, understanding and design/making skills so that students will have a 
coherent experience of moving from the breadth of the GCSE to the specialisation of AS and A Level. 

Section 1 – NEA (non-exam assessment)  
This is worth 50% of the overall grade and is split into four units. Students will complete a series of smaller 
projects that cover the main skills, materials and processes involved in Design and Technology before 
moving on to these units. 

Section 2 – Formal examination  
This will be sat in May 2020. It covers the core knowledge and understanding of key principles, materials and 
processes covered in the course. This makes up the other 50% of the overall grade. 
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GCSE Geography Ebacc subject Option C 
 

Teachers in charge: Mr A Simcock and Mr G Bartram 
 

 

Course Content  

The course content covers issues which have been identified as problems that geographers understand 
and come up with solutions to – these include: 

• Tectonic hazards and extreme weather. 
• The geography of water, including flooding hazards and flood management. 
• What the climate is, its impacts on people, and climate change. 
• How ice shapes the landscape from glaciers to mountains. 
• The location of industry and its effects on employment and development. 
• The rapid growth of mega cities in developing countries. 
• Housing and planning sustainable environments for cities and towns like BedZed. 
• The destruction of the rain forest and ecosystems. 
• Should the coast be defended? 

Each of our issues is investigated through problem solving exercises and case studies 

Fieldwork is an important part of the syllabus, with two full-day courses being held during the two 
years. 

This course is suitable for students of any ability. 

 
Assessment  

Paper 1 

Living with the physical 

environment 

1 hour 30 minutes 

 Structured questions 

Paper 2 

Challenges in the human 

environment 

1 hours 30 minutes  

Structured questions and a 
decision making exercise 

Paper 3 

Geographical applications 

1 hour 15 minutes  

Fieldwork 

Additional Information  

There will be opportunities to take part in field courses to develop fieldwork skills, visiting 
environments different from our own.  We have studied the Denbigh Coast, Peak District (Castleton and 
Bakewell), Southport and Manchester. 
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GCSE French Ebacc subject Option C 
 

Teacher in charge: Mrs E Thoenissen 
 

 

Course Content  

The ability to communicate in another language is a very valuable life skill – both personally and 
professionally. 

On a personal level you will have an opportunity to develop high levels of resilience, confidence and 
awareness of other people and their cultures. People who learn a second language have a deeper 
understanding of their own language and can be more confident in expressing and exploring their 
ideas, opinions, experiences and aspirations. 

In today’s global economy, many employers are keen to employ people with language skills and 
learning a language opens up many opportunities in a range of careers. French is a truly global language 
- it is the official language of 29 countries across 5 continents, with approximately 77 million native 
speakers.  

You will study the French language through a range of contexts. The three key themes are: 

Themes: 

Identity and culture 

• Me, my family and friends 
• Technology in everyday life 
• Free time activities 
• Customs and festivals in France and French-speaking countries 
Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

• Home, town, neighbourhood and region 
• Social issues  
• Global issues (environment, poverty and homelessness) 
• Travel and tourism 
Current and Future Study and Employment 
• My studies 
• Life at school/college 
• Education post-16 
• Career choices and ambitions 
 

Assessment  

Students will be assessed by exams in four skills: listening, reading, speaking and writing. Each paper is 
worth 25% and students will be entered at either Foundation or Higher level.  
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GCSE History Ebacc subject Option C 
 

Teachers in charge: Mr A Simcock and Mr R Mace 
 

 

Course Content  

Germany 1840-1945 Democracy and Dictatorship 

This will include such topics as: 
• The creation of Germany 
• Germany and WW1 
• Nazi ideology and the rise of Hitler to power 
• Germany in WW2 
Wider world Conflict and Tension 1990-2009 

This will include topics such as: 
• The Gulf War 
• The war on Al-Qaeda 
• The Iraq War 
Shaping the nation 

Britain: Power and the people: c1170 to the present day 

This will include topics such as: 
• Monarchy and Parliament 
• Rebellion 
• Reform 
• Struggle for equality 
Elizabethan England, c1568–1603 

• Elizabeth’s court and parliament 
• Life in Elizabethan times 
• Troubles at home and abroad 

Assessment  

Paper 1 

Understanding the modern world 

1 hour 45 minutes 

 Germany and wider world conflict 

Paper 2 

Shaping the nation 

1 hour 45 minutes  

Elizabethan England (includes study of a particular 
place linked to Elizabethan history) 

Additional Information  

Use will be made of computers and students will be encouraged to participate in group work, role play 
and historical simulations.   
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OCR Nationals ICT  Option C 
 

Teachers in charge: Mr P Evans  and Miss R Dobson  

 

Course Content  

Students study four units for a National Certificate in ICT – R081, R082, R085 and R089 

R081: Pre-production skills - Students will develop their understanding of working to a client 
brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques that form part of the planning and 
creation process in creative media workplaces. 

R082: Creating digital graphics – Students will plan the creation of a digital graphic, 
create the graphic using a range of editing techniques and review the completed 
graphic against a specific client brief. 
R085: Creating a multipage website – Students will explore and understand the different 
properties, purposes and features of multipage websites. They will plan and create a 
multipage website and review the final website against a specific client brief. 

R089: Creating a digital video sequence - Students will learn about where digital video is 
used in the media industry such as: television, film, web applications or computer gaming. 
Students will plan a digital video sequence, create and edit a digital video sequence and 
review the final video sequence against a specific client brief. 

Throughout the teaching of these units our students will learn how to manage and present their 
work in a portfolio of evidence, becoming independent and confident ICT users. 

Assessment  

R081 – External exam, 1 hour 15mins written paper – marked out of 60 

R082 – Centre assessed OCR tasks and marked out of 60. 
R085 – Centre assessed OCR tasks and marked out of 60. 

R089 – Centre assessed OCR tasks and marked out of 60. 
All four units must be attempted and are graded as Level Pass, Merit and Distinction.  

The overall assessment and final grade with consist of Pass (L1P), Merit (L1M),  Distinction (L1D), 
Pass (L2P), Merit (L2M), Distinction (L2D) or Distinction* (*2). 

This qualification is equivalent to one GCSE. 

Additional Information  

Throughout the teaching of these units our students will learn how to manage and present their 
work in a portfolio of evidence, becoming independent and confident ICT users. 

Further information for this qualification can be found at: 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/  
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GCSE Textiles  Option C 
 

Teacher in charge: Miss S Mercer  

 

Course Content  

The textiles course gives students the opportunity to work with different materials and explore a 
variety of approaches, so that they may discover their own personal strengths in the subject. 

Experimenting with techniques and materials will form the basis of the majority of the work 
undertaken. 

Students will experience hand-stitching skills as well as sewing machine techniques that include free 
motion embroidery during the two years. 

Students work to a termly programme of activities. They produce a portfolio of work that shows 
exploration, research, techniques and skills.  This is produced under Controlled Assessment conditions. 
Candidates are given up to 45 hours to complete their work. 

Students will work towards a Textiles GCSE in Year 11.  

Assessment  

A piece of work produced under examination 

conditions over two one day sessions  

10 hours 

40% of final mark 

Art and Design Portfolio  

Up to 45 hours to complete the unit during 
lessons 

60% of final mark 

Additional Information  

Students are expected to purchase an essential sewing pack for their use both at school and home. 
Items should include a sketchbook, scissors, needles, basic threads and an art folder, students may wish 
to add other items depending upon their preferred medium to work in. 
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Name:  _______________________________________________   Form:  __________ 
 

1. Choose a FIRST CHOICE subject in each table and write 1 next to it – you must choose at least ONE highlighted subject. 
2. Choose a SECOND CHOICE subject in each table and write 2 next to it. 

                                                         
      
                        
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will do everything possible to try to make sure that you can study your chosen subjects. If we are not able to run a subject, due to small numbers of students 
choosing it, you may need to take a second choice. Also there may be too many students for the size of a class which could mean that you may have to study a 
second choice subject.                                                                                                              
   
  Signed: _________________________________ (Student)  Signed: _________________________________ (Parent/Carer) 
 
 
 
 

Option A  Option B  Option C 

Subject Choice  Subject Choice  Subject Choice 

Art   Computer Science   Construction  

Business Studies   Construction   Design Technology  

Food Skills   Food Prep. and Nutrition   Geography  

Engineering   Health and Social Care   French  

Geography   History   History  

German   Music   ICT  

Sport      Textiles  

Please return this form to your Form Tutor by Wednesday 28th March 

Comments 


