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26 August 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope that you and your families are well, and that you have all had a good summer. 

We’re looking forward to welcoming students back to school next week. Students in Years 
9, 10 and 11 will start back on Wednesday 2nd September and should report to their form 
rooms for 9.00am. Students in Years 12 and 13 joining us from Thursday 3rd September. 
Enrolment for new Sixth Form students takes place on Tuesday 1st September from 
11.00am in the Sixth Form Study Centre. 

As you will have no doubt seen, the Government has this week changed its guidance on 
face masks in school. From next week, all students and staff will be required to wear face 
masks when in corridors or communal indoor spaces. Masks will remain optional in 
classrooms. Face masks will need to be provided by students; we do have a small number 
in stock, though these are for emergency use only. If a student arrives to school without a 
face mask, and we are not able to issue one, we may be forced to contact parents and 
arrange for the student to be collected or sent home. This is clearly the last thing we want 
to do, so please do get in touch if we can help at all. 

Staff and students will be expected to sanitise their hands when entering or leaving school 
buildings, and when entering or leaving classrooms. Though sanitiser will be available at all 
entrances and exits, it will be useful and will save time if students have their own sanitiser 
with them. Moving forward, this should be seen as a key piece of equipment that students 
should bring with them each day along with their face mask. 

We will continue to expect the highest standards of behaviour from students at all times 
and in all places. This is especially important when it comes to social distancing 
expectations, and the way in which students move around and use different parts of the 
site. Students must follow the movement system which will be explained to them on the 
first day back. Students must also remain in their designated year group areas at break 
and lunch to preserve their year group ‘bubble’. Any instance where a student does not 
follow these rules will be treated seriously, as any compromise to our safety measures 
could put others at risk. 

Whilst we’ll expect students to behave responsibly, we are fully aware of the strain that 
many students have been placed under during their prolonged absence, and the anxiety 
that returning to school can cause. We’ll be offering students a comprehensive support 
package, through their Form Tutors, through their class teachers and through the option to 
speak to trained councillors. We want students to feel happy and comfortable in school 
and will do everything we can to achieve this. To allow Form Tutors to check in with 



students before lessons start each day, we have adjusted the school day to include a ten-
minute registration in tutor groups at 9.00am. There are some changes to other timings 
through the day, but school will still end as normal every day at 3.50pm. Please note that 
our uniform policy is unchanged; students should return in normal full school uniform in 
September. Our policy on mobile phones also remains the same with students expected 
to keep phones in silent mode and out of sight throughout the day.   

Our main focus this year will be in seeking to help students ‘catch-up’ on the work that 
they have missed in the last six months. Though a good deal of this will focus on the 
examination year groups, 11 and 13, we will also be putting support in to places for 
students in other year groups wherever possible. This support will take various forms, such 
as additional lessons in certain subjects and small extract groups, to the provision of 
tailored support material and revision guides. We’ll keep students and parents informed of 
what is available throughout the year. 

Though we clearly hope that the school is not forced to close at any point, we must be 
prepared for this eventuality. Our contingency plan features remote learning for all 
students in all year groups, through a combination of online webinar lessons and study 
sessions for each subject. We’ll send out the details of these plans early in September. 

We look forward to seeing all students back in school next week. In the meantime, should 
you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

P. Evans 
Headteacher 
  



 


