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Why study Drama?  
Drama is an exciting, creative and challenging course which allows you  to 
demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of performance skills.  You will 
develop your ability to effectively communicate, and collaborate in a range of 
scenarios.  People who study Drama are regarded as expressive and emotionally 
intelligent people as they need to be motivated, empathic and passionate about their 
studies. In choosing drama you have to demonstrate discipline, an ability to work with 
others and an excellent understanding of many transferable skills. 
 
GCSE Drama is about making, performing and appraising theatre. You will be 
introduced to a variety of practitioners to perform to a variety of audiences.  You will 
learn about stagecraft and the impact of design elements such as lighting, sound, set 
and costume design and you will evaluate productions in preparation for your written 
exam. 
 
Course Content  
The three main components of the course are  
 Performing – a range of plays and texts as monologue, duologue and or group 

piece.  These can be realised as a performer OR as a designer from one of the 
following: lighting, sound, set design, costume design or puppetry  

 Devising – working in groups between 2-6 people to create a piece of drama 
from a given stimulus.  Again either as performer OR as a designer.  You will have 
to demonstrate how you rehearsed, workshopped ideas and review your final 
performance  

 Appraising and Evaluating– studying a set text and watching a Live Theatre 
production to analyse and evaluate in a written exam. 

 
Assessment  
The components are assessed as a mixture of exams and coursework in year 11: 
COMPONENT 1 – UNDERSTANDING DRAMA 40% – Written exam (1hr 45 mins) 3 sections: 

 Multiple Choice 
 Set Text (Blood Brothers) 
 Live Theatre Analysis 

COMPONENT 2 – DEVISING DRAMA 40% - Moderated  coursework (Internally assessed): 
 Devising Log (written portfolio of ideas, rehearsals and final evaluation) 
 Devising Performance to a live audience (Filmed performance) 

COMPONENT 3 – TEXTS IN PRACTICE 20% -Practical Performance (Externally marked): 
 Extracts performed to a live audience and marked by an AQA Examiner 
 

Additional Information  
You will be expected to develop your performing skills through regular rehearsals and 
showcases at school events such as HPA.  You will need to attend at least 2 live theatre 
performances during the course in order to support and develop your understanding 
of set text work and theatre making. 
You will develop independence, confidence, team working and presentational skills 
which are vital interchangeable tools for Further Education and the workplace.   
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Beyond GCSE Drama  
 progression to A Level Drama and Theatre Studies and other academic A levels 

such as Law.  Higher education such as degrees in Drama, Theatre Design, Arts 
Management, Business and Law. 

 A good support to careers in Drama: Performing, Directing, Technical, Production, 
Management, Journalism, Therapy, and many more careers that employ creative 
thinking e.g. Psychology and Teaching. 

 
  


