
Why take French or German as an option in Year 10?  

 You enjoy learning languages 
 You like to communicate with others 
 You would like to work or travel abroad 
 You want to have a broader outlook on life by learning about other  

cultures and countries 
 You want an edge in applying for jobs: language skills are important for many 

companies and other organisations 
 Language GCSEs are regarded as a highly valuable qualification by colleges and 

universities 

Learning a language helps you to:  

 Develop flexibility, resilience, adaptability and greater awareness of other people 
and cultures. 

 Increase your brain capacity and memory 
 Gain a deeper understanding of your own language and become more confident 

in expressing and exploring your own ideas, opinions, experiences and aspirations. 
 Become a global citizen through your ability to travel, work in and communicate 

with other cultures 
 Be able to work together with people from a range of backgrounds and countries 
 Expand your earning potential and increase the number of places you can work 
 Broaden your horizons and expand your awareness of the outside world 
 Be different! Speaking another language to whatever level makes you stand out 

from the crowd 
 

But doesn’t everyone else just speak English? 

 75% of the world’s population speaks no English at all 
 60% of the world’s population speak more than one language. Don’t be in the 

minority! 
 The latest CBI/Pearson survey ‘Education and learning for the modern world’ 

emphasises that foreign languages and cultural understanding will be vital for 
‘Global Britain’. Businesses need people who can communicate with customers 
and suppliers around the world and the survey shows that of the firms that need 
employees with languages other than English, other major European languages 
continue to be those most in demand – German 37%, Spanish 35% and French 32%.  

 
What do our current year 10 pupils say? Why did they choose a language?  
This is what they said:  
 
.. so I can live abroad and work more easily in another country, to expand my job 
possibilities working in science.  

.. Because I am interested in learning languages and it will be useful in the future. 

.. because I want to travel in the future and it is a good skill to have. 

.. It’s great when I can say a random word in German to my friend and she can reply 
back in German! I love learning new words and I would like to be able to talk comfortably 
to German speakers one day. 



.. it’s really amazing learning a new language because it’s just a wonderful learning 
experience with my friends and teacher and also because I may use it later if I have to go 
somewhere for my job or even if I just want to go on holiday. 

Will I get the chance to visit the country? 

In recent years we have organised successful trips to Berlin and those studying German 
are given the opportunity to apply for the UK-German Connection Year 10 pupil courses 
in Germany.  

What will I study for GCSE French or German? 

You will study the French or German language through a range of contexts. 
The three key themes are: 

Identity and culture 
• Me, my family and friends 
• Technology in everyday life 
• Free time activities 
• Customs and festivals in France/Germany and French/German-speaking countries 
Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
• Home, town, neighbourhood and region 
• Social issues 
• Global issues (environment, poverty and homelessness) 
• Travel and tourism 
Current and Future Study and Employment 
• My studies 
• Life at school/college 
• Education post-16 
• Career choices and ambitions 
 

You will be assessed by exams in four skills: listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
Each paper is worth 25% and exams are at either Foundation or Higher level. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


